
SSAT / SAGES JOINT SYMPOSIUM HISTORY 

2025: 
KELLY AND CARLOS PELLEGRINI SSAT-SAGES JOINT SYMPOSIUM: 
REVISIONAL FOREGUT SURGERY - APPROACHES AND CHALLENGES 
 
Moderators: Anne Lidor, Madison, WI 
Brent Matthews, Charlotte, NC 
Steven R. DeMeester, Portland, OR 
 
INDICATIONS, OUTCOMES AND TIPS FOR REDO ANTIREFLUX SURGERY 
Vic Velanovich 
USF, Tampa, FL 
 
WHAT TO DO WHEN HELLER MYOTOMY FAILS: PNEUMATIC DILATION, REDO 
HELLER OR POEM 
Michael Ujiki 
Surgery, NorthShore University HealthSystem, Evanston, IL 
 
WHAT TO DO WHEN PYLORIC DRAINAGE PROCEDURE FAILS IN PATIENTS 
WITH GASTROPARESIS 
Michael M. Awad 
Washington University in St Louis School of Medicine, St Louis, MO 
 
 

2024: 
KELLY AND CARLOS PELLEGRINI SSAT-SAGES JOINT SYMPOSIUM: HOW WE 
DO IT: UNIQUE CLINICAL CASES AND MANAGEMENT FROM AROUND THE 
WORLD 
 
Moderators: Sergio Bardaro, Cleveland, OH 
Anne Lidor, Madison, WI 
Yalini Vigneswaran, Chicago, IL 
KMarie King, Albany, NY 
 
Panelists: Vic Velanovich 
SSAT 2024 President 
 
Hernan Sacoto 
SSAT Ecuador Chapter President 
 
Katsuhiko Yanaga 
SSAT Japan Chapter President 
 
Cesar Rodriguez 
SSAT Peru Chapter President 



 
Mousa Khoursheed 
SSAT Kuwait Chapter President 
 
Bernardo Borraez-Segura 
SSAT Columbia Chapter President 
 
Ulysses Ribeiro 
SSAT Brazil Chapter President 
 
Guido Torzilli 
SSAT Italy Chapter President 
 
Vivek Bindal 
SSAT India Chapter President 
 
Hauke Lang 
SSAT Germany Chapter President 
 
Hoover Cooper 
SSAT Honduras/Nicaragua Chapter President 
 
Fadhil Ah Mohialdeen Khayat 
SSAT Kurdish Region of Iraq Chapter President 
 
 

2023: 
KELLY AND CARLOS PELLEGRINI SSAT-SAGES JOINT SYMPOSIUM: THE 
INTERSECTION OF BARIATRIC AND FOREGUT SURGERY 
 
Sp530 
CASE PRESENTATION I: FOREGUT 
Cecilia Ong 
University of Chicago, Chicago, IL 
 
Sp531 
CASE PRESENTATION II: GALLBLADDER/HPB 
Kristen Wong 
Boston Medical Center, Boston, MA 
 
Sp532 
CASE PRESENTATION III: SMALL BOWEL/COLORECTAL 
Jacquelyn Turner 
Tulane University, New Orleans, LA 
 
LAPAROSCOPY - Bruno Zilberstein, Sao Paolo, Brazil 



 
ROBOTIC SURGERY - Melissa Hogg, Evanston, IL 
 
ENDOSCOPY - Christy Dunst, Portland OR 
 
HOW I APPROACH HIATAL HERNIA REPAIRS DURING BARIATRIC SURGERY - 
John Romanelli, Springfield, MA 
 
GERD TREATMENT IN PATIENTS WITH BMI 30-35 - Aurora Pryor, Stony Brook, NY 
 
 

2022: 
KELLY AND CARLOS PELLEGRINI SSAT/SAGES LUNCHEON SYMPOSIUM: HOW 
TO ROLE WITH PUNCHES - UPDATED OUTCOMES IN MIS SURGERY; & 
TECHNICAL ADVANCES IN GI SURGERY 
 
HOW COVID CHANGED MY PRACTICE - Yalini Vigneswaran, Chicago, IL 
 
COVID IMPACT IN ERAS PROTOCOLS - Timothy J. Vreeland, Fort Sam Houston, TX 
 
UPDATE ON ERAS PROTOCOLS IN GI SURGERY - Bryan J. Sandler, San Diego, CA 
 
MEASURING QUALITY IN MIS SURGERY - R. Matthew Walsh, Cleveland, OH 
 
Q&A 
 
TECHNICAL ADVANCES IN GI SURGERY 
Moderators: John D. Mellinger, Springfield, IL, Daniel Dempsey, Philadelphia, PA 
 
VIDEO BASED ASSESSMENT TO LEARN AND IMPROVE - E. Matthew Ritter, 
Indianapolis, IN 
 
TRAINING RESIDENTS IN THE VIRTUAL MIS WORLD - Sara A. Hennessy, Dallas, TX 
 
INTRAOPERATIVE EVALUATION OF SAFE AND SUCCESSFUL ANTI-REFLUX 
SURGERY - Kevin M. El-Hayek, Cleveland, OH 
 
INTRAOPERATIVE EVALUATION OF SAFE AND SUCCESSFUL COMMON BILE 
DUCT SURGERY - Kevin L. Grimes, Cincinnati, OH 
 
Q&A 
 

2021 (VIRTUAL): 
KELLY AND CARLOS PELLEGRINI SSAT/SAGES SYMPOSIUM: ADVANCES IN 
THE MANAGEMENT OF REFLUX 
  



DIAGNOSIS OF REFLUX (INCLUDING APR AND NON ULCER DYSPEPSIA) - Min P. 
Kim, Houston, TX 
 
ENDOSCOPIC MANAGEMENT OF REFLUX: TIF, STRETTA, ARMS - WHERE ARE 
WE NOW? - Michael Ujiki, Evanston, IL 
 
SURGICAL MANAGEMENT OF REFLUX: WHEN TO USE NISSEN, TOUPLET, 
LINX, MESH? - John C. Lipham, Los Angeles, CA 
 
LONG TERM OUTCOMES AND REASONS FOR FAILURE - Leena Khaitan, Cleveland, 
OH 
 
THE FAILED WRAP: CAUSES AND MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES - Aurora D. Pryor, 
Stony Brook, NY 
 

2020: 
KELLY AND CARLOS PELLEGRINI SSAT/SAGES LUNCHEON SYMPOSIUM: 
HEPATOBILIARY & PANCREAS - THE APPLICATION OF ROBOTICS IN THE MIS 
ALGORITHM FOR GI SURGERY 
 
ROBOTS: MARKETING OR ENABLING TECHNOLOGY - Sharona B. Ross, Tampa, FL 
 
I CAN SUTURE WITH STRAIGHT STICKS WHY DO I NEED A ROBOT FOR MY 
FOREGUT CASES? - Mark Talamini, Stony Brook, NY 
 
BESIDES PELVIC DISSECTION, WHAT ELSE CAN THE ROBOT DO FOR THE 
COLORECTAL SURGEON? - Alessio Pigazzi, Orange, CA 
 
IS ROBOTIC SURGERY THE PREFERRED MINIMALLY INVASIVE APPROACH TO 
HEPATOBILIARY TUMORS? - Yuman Fong, Duarte, CA 
 
PANEL AND AUDIENCE DISCUSSION 
 
INNOVATION AND ETHICS IN ROBOTIC TECHNOLOGY - Lee L. Swanstrom, 
Portland, OR 
 
HOW TO TRAIN AND CREDENTIAL THE ROBOTIC SURGEON - Melissa Hogg, 
Chicago, IL 
 
NEW NATURAL ORIFICE ROBOTICS ROBOTS - Daniel Popowich, New York, NY 
 
PANEL AND AUDIENCE DISCUSSION 
 

2019: 
KELLY AND CARLOS PELLEGRINI SSAT/SAGES LUNCHEON SYMPOSIUM: HPB 
ACHIEVING SAFETY IN GALLBLADDER SURGERY 



   
STRATEGIES FOR SAFE DISSECTION AND OBTAINING THE CRITICAL VIEW OF 
SAFETY - L. Michael Brunt, St. Louis, MO 
 
UNDERSTANDING VARIABILITY IN BILIARY ANATOMY DURING 
CHOLECYSTECTOMY - Daniel J. Deziel, Chicago, IL 
 
WHEN TO CONVERT TO OPEN AND SUBTOTAL CHOLECYSTECTOMY - Theodore 
N. Pappas, Durham, NC 
 
ACUTE CHOLECYSTITIS: TIMING OF SURGERY AND TECHNICAL STRATEGIES 
FOR OPTIMAL RESULTS - Eugene P. Ceppa, Indianapolis, IN 
 
TEACHING SAFE CHOLECYSTECTOMY TECHNIQUE TO SURGEONS IN 
TRAINING AND OACHING PRACTICING SURGEONS - Dimitrios Stefanidis, 
Indianapolis, IN 
 
IMAGING TECHNIQUES FOR SAFE CHOLECYSTECTOMY: IOC, ICG, AND 
OTHER MODALITIES - Aurora Pryor, Stony Brook, NY 
 
YOU THINK YOU INJURED THE BILE DUCT: NOW WHAT? - Horacio J. Asbun, 
Jacksonville, FL 
 
THE IMPACT OF BILE DUCT INJURY ON PATIENTS AND SOCIETY - Dana A. 
Telem, Ann Arbor, MI 
 
ROBOTIC CHOLEYCSTECTOMY, SINGLE INCISION CHOLECYSTECTOMY, 
NOTES -CHOLECYSTECTOMY: WHAT IS THEIR ROLE? PROS AND CONS - Raj 
Narula, Hamilton, ON, Canada 
 


